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By Alex Hall

Steve Mastalerz’s days of 
denying wristers and slap 
shots are behind him, but a 
hockey rink is still the most 
likely place to find him. The 

North Andover, Mass., native decided to 
retire from the game last summer to be-
gin his career as a goalie coach.

Mastalerz was one of the last cuts 
the Manchester Monarchs of the ECHL 
made from their training camp roster 
last year. The UMass-Amherst product 
rejoined the team and played in two 
games for the Monarchs last year. Mas-
talerz made 30 saves in Manchester’s 4-2 
victory over the Reading Royals on Dec. 
6, 2015, in what proved to be his first and 
only start as a pro. 

The 24-year-old is back with the Mon-
archs this season as the franchise’s goal-
ie coach. Mastalerz also serves in the 
same role with the Northeast Generals 
junior hockey team and runs Mike Buck-
ley’s Goaltending Development Services 
location in North Andover. 

Buckley, who coached Mastalerz for 
nine years, is the goaltending develop-
ment coach for the Pittsburgh Penguins 
and the University of New Hampshire 
goalie coach.

“It’s something I’ve always wanted to 
do and had my eye on,” Mastalerz said. 
“I was in and out last year with the Mon-
archs and I decided I wanted to start my 
coaching career.”

After coming to that decision, Mas-
talerz reached out to Manchester coach 
Rich Seeley over the summer and asked 
if the team had interest in hiring a goalie 
coach. Mastalerz’s training and back-
ground along with his familiarity with 
the Monarchs made him the right per-
son for the job, Seeley said.

“I know his work ethic and the way 
he approached the game in practice,” 
Seeley said of Mastalerz. “From a coach-
ing standpoint, it was pretty clear to us 
that he would approach goaltending 
coaching the same way. That gave us a 
comfort level, and so far I think it’s been 
a good fit for both sides.”

Mastalerz spends about two days a 
week working with the Monarchs goalies 
and is on the bench during games. He also 
reports his thoughts on how each of Man-
chester’s goalies are doing to the players’ 
respective AHL and NHL affiliates. 

Mastalerz has spent most of this sea-
son working with Sam Brittain, a Univer-
sity of Denver product and member of the 
Florida Panthers organization. He also 
worked extensively with Jonah Imoo be-
fore Imoo was traded to the Tulsa Oilers.

“I learn a lot from Sam and Jonah,” 
Mastalerz said earlier this season. “Sam 
is in his third year as a pro. He knows 
how to handle himself. … Jonah is in his 
first full year playing. Last year he had 

some injuries. He’s learning and adjust-
ing to the game well.

“It’s good experience to see how each 
prepare, and they’re at two different 
stages in their playing career.”

Mastalerz helped Imoo, 22, get used 
to the speed of the game at the ECHL 
level. Brittain, 24, said Mastalerz is not 
trying to overhaul his approach but the 
two are working together to fine-tune 
some areas of the netminder’s game. 
Mastalerz has focused on improving 
both Brittain’s patience and his depth on 
rushes and point shots. 

“The bigger and farther out I can get, 
the more effective I’ll be,” Brittain said. 
“And he’s brought that to me as something 
he sees on goals against, and I really think 
that what we’re doing is helping my game.”

Seeley has seen great improve-
ment in Brittain’s game as the season 
has progressed. Brittain’s solid play for 
Manchester earned him playing time in 
10 games this season with  the AHL’s 
Springfield Thunderbirds. Brittain has 
been putting in the work to get better 
but Mastalerz deserves credit for his 
strides as well, Seeley said.

“He brings a lot of experience, some 
good goalie drills, and a lot of it is just 
based off communication,” Seeley said.

Brittain and Mastalerz have built a sol-
id relationship over this season. The two 
compare notes after games. Brittain appre-
ciates that Mastalerz asks for his opinion 
regarding certain situations that arise.

“He’s a great communicator,” Brittain 
said. “He’s really easy to get along with, 
which is huge, especially in a goalie-to-
goalie-coach relationship where it’s just the 
two of us. You need to be able to talk about 
things and bounce ideas off each other.”

Building an open line of communica-
tion with his goaltenders is one of Mas-
talerz’s biggest points of emphasis. He 
prefers to talk with Brittain one-on-one 
as opposed to in front of the whole team.

“I make sure with the Monarchs goal-
ies especially that we’re talking a lot, 
that we’re all on the same page,” Mas-
talerz said. “We kind of work through 
the good, the bad and the ugly and make 
sure they’re ready to go.”

Do not mistake Mastalerz’s constant 
communication with his goalies for 
hovering, though. He said he doesn’t at-
tend every Monarchs practice because 
the ECHL season is a long one and he 
doesn’t want to burn out his netminders. 
Seeley said Manchester’s goaltenders 
have benefitted from that approach. 

Based on his experience working with 
Mastalerz, Brittain sees a bright future 
for his rookie goalie coach.

“He’s doing the right things right now 
and he’s working hard,” Brittain said. 
“That’s going to pay off in the long term, 
for sure.”

feedback@hockeyjournal.com

MINOR PROS

NEW DIRECTION
n Former UMass star Steve Mastalerz forges path  
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 Steve Mastalerz 
chats at practice with 
goalie Colin Stevens.


