
By Alex Hall 
 
Visions of skating on the Matthews Arena ice with the Northeastern University women’s hockey 
team are in the back of Matti Hartman’s mind. Next year, she will be a member of the Huskies. 
For now, Hartman is focused on finishing her Hanover High School career with a fourth straight 
NHIAA state championship. 
 
Hartman entered her senior season with 160 points (88 goals, 72 assists). She recorded her 
100th career point in Hanover’s 5-1 victory over Berlin/Gorham in the 2014 state title game to 
cap her sophomore campaign. 
 
“On the ice, she is one of those special kids a coach is fortunate enough to have one of maybe 
every 10 years if you’re lucky,” said Hanover head coach John Dodds. “I’ve had a couple but 
Matti is on a different level.” 
 
The All-State Player of the Year last season, Hartman said there is room for improvement 
before moving on to the next phase of her career. As one of the six-time defending champion 
Marauders’ three captains this season, she is working hardest on her leadership skills. 
 
“I just want to make (this season) one to remember and I also want to make it really fun for 
those around me,” said Hartman. “I try to welcome the new people and make them 
comfortable...I think what helps is remembering what I was like as a freshman looking up to the 
upperclassmen.” 
 
Among the skills already in Hartman’s repertoire are an impressive passing ability, a deadly shot 
and incredible quickness, said Dodds. 
 
“In her first two strides, she creates all kinds of separation, more than any girl I’ve ever 
coached,” Dodds said. “And what she does after has developed the last few years. She’s a 
tremendous passer and she can certainly shoot the puck.” 
 
Over her first three years, junior teams and prep schools tried to lure Hartman away from 
Hanover High but she never considered leaving. 
 
“I wouldn’t want to be anywhere else,” Hartman said. 
 
Hartman credits what she has already accomplished to Dodds and his staff pushing her and her 
teammates to get better each day they take the ice. She also got to learn from one of her 
hockey idols in Hanover High and Amherst College alumna Josie Fisher last season. 
 
Fisher, who served as an assistant coach with Hanover last year, logged 65 points on 29 goals 
and 36 assists at Amherst. She helped Amherst capture its first two NCAA championships in her 
freshman and sophomore seasons.  



 
“My junior year, she helped coach our team and we all knew her name before she came to 
coach us,” said Hartman. “She (was) an amazing contribution to our team and she just gives us 
such good life advice and she’s so skilled as a player. I look up to her in every aspect of who 
she is.” 
 
Fisher is not on Dodds’ staff this season but that hasn’t affected Hartman’s confidence in her 
squad’s potential. 
 
“I think we have a really good team this year,” she said. “All but one of our forwards have 
returned from last year...we have new faces on defense but they’re really solid and I think 
they’re adjusting really well.” 
 
The Marauders lost three defensemen from last year’s team but still boast 18 players this 
season. Eleven of them are upperclassmen, including Hartman’s fellow senior tri-captains Ella 
Williams and Eliza Laycock, an Amherst commit. Hartman said she and Laycock have helped 
each other stay grounded and not get caught up in what next season will bring. 
 
“We’re in the same boat,” said Hartman. “There are times when we get really excited for next 
year but at the end of the day, our focus is on high school right now.” 
 
Hartman will miss playing alongside Laycock next season. Right now, they are trying to lead the 
Marauders to their seventh consecutive state championship.  
 
As the Marauders work their way towards that goal, Hartman is savoring every step of the 
journey. 
 
“I’m really trying to focus on this last season because I know everything we do is my last doing 
that whether it’s tryouts, picture day, etc.,” Hartman said. “It’s kind of sad but I’m just trying to 
make the most of it and enjoy every moment.”  
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